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Emerald Ash Borer Workshops

As of November 2018, the emerald ash
borer has been found in Vermont's
Washington, Orange, Caledonia,
Bennington and Grand Isle Counties, and
across Southeastern New Hampshire.
Municipalities will play a substantial role in
emerald ash borer management and
response. SWCRPC in partnership the Department of Forests, Parks, and
Recreation will be holding workshops in our region in early 2019 to discuss
strategies and available resources for managing the emerald ash borer. For
more information, please contact Otis. Additional information and resources are
available at vtinvasives.org and vtcommunityforestry.org.

Congratulations Springfield!

The SWCRPC and the Town of Springfield recently received about $50,000 for water
quality planning and design work. Funding will be used to develop a stormwater master
plan for the state-designated downtown and adjacent areas. This planning work will aid
the Town in achieving future compliance with existing and forthcoming state
stormwater requirements. Additionally, construction ready engineering plans will be
developed for the removal of the old swimming hole dam along Valley Street in order to
improve water quality, fish passage, and flood resiliency.  Contact Chris Yurek for
more information.

Municipal Planning Grant Awards

This year, 67 communities requested nearly $1 million in Municipal Planning Grant
(MPG) funds. About $460,000 in available funding was awarded by the state to 29
communities last month. A variety of projects were awarded funding this year; notably
those involving recreation, capital planning and multi-town collaborations getting a
significant amount of money.

Only two of the four applications from this region were funded this year, including:

Ludlow's project involving village center infrastructure study specific to parking
and wayfinding signs ($10,660).
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Updating West Windsor's Town Plan with a focus on village revitalization and
outdoor recreation ($8,040).

Downtown Transportation Fund Applications Due March 11, 2019

The Department of Housing and Community Development recently announced the
next round of the Downtown Transportation Fund (DTF) grant program to support
revitalization efforts in Designated Downtowns.  Applications are due on March 11,
2019.  This program assists municipalities in paying for transportation-related capital
improvements within or serving a Designated Downtown.  Past projects include
streetscape improvements, bicycle and pedestrian amenities, utility relocation, street
lighting, wayfinding signage and other transportation related projects.   New this year,
municipalities applying for DTF projects may apply for up to $100,000 of "add on" clean
water funding for eligible storm water implementation projects.  For more information,
see the program description here.
 
Projects that have been identified, described, and well supported through a downtown
area master planning process such as Better Connections or other planning process
focused on the downtown, will receive an additional bonus points.  

Regional Bike Route Map

The SWCRPC is finalizing a regional bike route
map.  The purpose of this map is to encourage
people to explore the region by bike.  Our
stakeholder group helped to identify suggested
bicycling routes on the map, and we are also
including associated attractions, such as bike
shops, inns, campgrounds, restaurants,
breweries, ice cream shops, parks, and
swimming holes.  The map will be finalized and
available on our website soon. Turn-by-turn cue
sheets, GPS tracks, and digital routes via
Strava, Map My Ride, and Ride with GPS will
also be available through our website soon. For
an example, see this route posted on Strava.

Regional Project Prioritization

The annual Project Prioritization and Town Highway Bridge Pre-Candidates selection
process is nearly upon us.  This process provides towns and the regional
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) an opportunity to inform VTrans about
regional transportation infrastructure maintenance priorities, the results of which are
incorporated in the VTrans capital programming process.  The SWCRPC will be
reaching out to towns and the TAC during the months of January and February for
input. The Project Prioritization and Town Highway Bridge Pre-Candidates selection
process will be carried out during the February 27th, 2019 TAC meeting beginning at 6
am.  Please Contact Anthony  if you are interested in participating or have questions
about the process.

Better Roads Manual Update

An update to the Better Roads Manual is now
complete. VTrans staff began the update
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process this summer, which is the first time the
manual has been updated since 2009. The
update brings the manual up to current
standards to align its practices with the recently
issued Municipal Roads General Permit
(MRGP).

The purpose of the manual is to provide
guidance to Vermont municipalities and road
maintenance decision makers on cost effective
techniques and actions that can be used to
enhance the resilience of municipal roads while protecting water quality in Vermont.
 The new manual can be found here.

VNRC Forest Fragmentation Report

This October, the Vermont Natural Resources Council (VNRC) released a report on
land use, parcelization, and forest fragmentation from 2004 to 2016. In addition to the
decreasing size of parcels and shrinking number of forest parcels statewide, the report
found that the market value of woodland has rapidly surpassed its use value. In
Southern Windsor County, the value of woodland per acre increased by 69%, from
$827 in 2004 to $1,396 in 2016. Over the same period, the value of woodland for
forestry only increased by 18% ($114-$135/acre) statewide. Programs such as the
Current Use Program help alleviate the resulting pressure on landowners to subdivide
their land.  For more information try these sites:
VNRC's Parcelization Data and Reports, VNRC's Forests and Wildlife Program, and
the Current Use/Use Value Appraisal Program.

Solid Waste News

We are looking for battery recycling collection
partners - towns that will host a collection bucket
and bring the batteries to a transfer station for
recycling. Grafton has a bucket (actually an
upcycled kitty litter pail) outside at the Town
Office where it is accessible 24/7 for the public's
convenience. The Southern Windsor/Windham
Counties Solid Waste Management District is
trying to move up to the #1 spot for the most
batteries collected per capita in the state of
Vermont. Can you help us?  Please contact
Mary if you are interested in hosting a battery
recycling bucket.
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