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Mount Ascutney Regional Commission

Board of Commissioner Meeting
August 25, 2026

1:00 pm
Zoom only

Board Members Present: Kathy Callan-Rondeau, Chair, Reading; Julie Hance, Treasurer/Secretary, Chester;
Walter Martone, Vice Chair, Springfield; Joe Fromberger, Andover; Erin Ladd, Ludlow; Edwin Johnson, West
Windsor; Wayne Wheelock, Baltimore; Shirley Clark, Cavendish; Ray Stapleton, Weathersfield (briefly); and Peter
Daniels, alt. for Weathersfield.

Staff Present: Jason Rasmussen, Thomas Kennedy, and Lisa Comstock.
Kathy Callan-Rondeau called the MARC Board of Commissioners meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.
1. Changes to the Agenda
a. There were no changes to the agenda.
2. Secretary’s Report — Approve the Minutes of July 27, 206 Meeting

a. Walter Martone stated the reference to Act 166 should read “farms are exempt from local zoning laws,”
and Jason Rasmussen noted the names of two members of the public were misspelled.

b. Walter Martone made a motion to approve the minutes, as amended. Erin Ladd seconded the motion. The motion passed
unaninously.

3. Treasurer’s Report — Receive the July 2026 Treasurer’s Report

a.  Joe Fromberger made a motion to receive the July 2026 treasurer’s report as presented. Edwin Jobnson seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously.

4. Brownfield Program: SRDC sub-grant for the removal of NAPL at J&L # 1

a. Thomas Kennedy advised the Board that the Brownfield Steering Committee (BSC) had met on August
18, 20206, and recommends the MARC Board approve $350,000 in the form of a subgrant from MARC’s
Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund to Springfield Regional Development Corporation (SRDC) for
removal of Non-Aqueous Phase Liquid (NAPL) at the J&L#1 property in Springfield, VI. Thomas
stated the clean-up is estimated to cost $1,009,000.00 in total, and the Vermont Petroleum Cleanup
Fund has committed to covering $659,000. of the expected costs.

b. Thomas Kennedy advised the board the BSC also approved a proposal for $3,800 be paid to Szone
Environmental to develop a Site-Specific Quality Assurance Project Plan (SSQAPP) for the collection of
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samples for decontamination confirmation, remedial performance, treatment system efficacy, and waste
characterization at the J&L#1 site, which is required by the state.

c.  Edwin Jobnson made a motion to approve a subgrant to SRDC of $§350,000, paid for with RLF funds, to be used for
the removal of NAPL under the slab at J&>L #1 in Springfield. Walter Martone seconded the motion. The motion

passed unaninmously.
5. VTrans Draft Forecasts for Population and Employment

a. Jason Rasmussen indicated that VT'rans hired RSG to develop economic and demographic projections
to support state and regional transportation planning processes. The results show a modest decline in
both population and employment in Windsor County by 2050. This is obviously not a trend that we
want to see. He suggested that we discuss ways to reverse the trend.

c. Julie Hance asked if this decline will affect housing targets. Jason Rasmussen noted that the housing
targets seem to be at odds with these projections. He does not expect that these projections will impact
the housing targets. He will follow up on the housing target update process.

d. Erin Ladd asked if they will be comparing neighboring states, like New Hampshire, to see if they are
seeing the same trends? Jason Rasmussen indicated that he believes some outside influences may have
been considered, but there are no plans that he is aware of to look at the surrounding states.

6. Old Business
a. 2026 Regional Plan

1) Jason Rasmussen advised the board that the 2026 Regional Plan has been submitted to the L.and Use
Review Board (LURB) and to the Department of Public Service, to review the Enhanced Energy
Plan. He stated he expects a hearing will be scheduled in October, with members of LURB coming

to Ascutney to go over the plan.

2) Jason Rasmussen advised the board that MARC will be meeting with the town of Reading to discuss
South Reading becoming a village center and their concerns regarding the areas being designated as
rural. He stated meetings with other towns will also be held soon, to begin making amendments to
the Regional Plan, after it has been approved.

3) Edwin Johnson asked if there had been any movement from the State of Vermont on the prison site
in Windsor. Trevor Lashua stated he had not heard anything but is planning to reach out to them.
Jason Rasmussen added that he and Trevor were trying to set up a meeting with Vermont Senator
Joe Major to discuss it, but no meeting date has been set yet.

7. Adjourn
a. The meeting was adjourned at 1:26 pm

Minutes respectfully submitted by Lisa Comstock.



